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What They Say About
John Gill

A collection of testimonials from students, players,
and athletes whose games were transformed by
one of pickleball's most dedicated instructors. 
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A T  A  G L A N C E

The Impact of Exceptional Coaching
The following pages contain seventy testimonials from students who have trained with John Gill — an 11-time

World Champion, Grandmaster, and founder of the World Pickleball Association. These are their words,

unedited, reflecting experiences that range from a single transformative lesson to ongoing coaching

relationships spanning twenty-five sessions and beyond. 

70
T O TA L  R E V I E W S

100%
P O S I T I V E

9
R E P E AT  S T U D E N T S

A  R E C U R R I N G  T H E M E

Multiple students independently report learning more in a single session with John than in

months of training elsewhere. This is not a coincidence — it is the hallmark of a coach who

sees what others miss and communicates with rare clarity. 

Testimonials Organized By Theme

I Transformative Impact Students whose game was fundamentally changed

II Teaching Excellence Praise for method, knowledge, and communication

III Passion & Personality The human connection that sets John apart

IV Beginner-Friendly First-timers who found confidence and joy

V Long-Term Loyalty Students who kept coming back — 10, 14, 25 lessons

VI Voices of Endorsement Concise, powerful affirmations
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I
Transformative Impact

Students who experienced a fundamental shift in their game — often

in a single lesson — that surpassed months of prior training. 
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"I just finished a series of 10 lessons with John. My overall game has improved a lot. John corrected many

aspects of my game and focused on strategy and shot selection. He also videoed me playing so I could review

what I had learned. He also played with me against other players and corrected my game 'live' while

playing. He's a great coach for all levels. If you are starting Pickleball consider lessons before you start to

ensure you are learning proper techniques and strategies. John is a gem!"

Ron M. 10 LESSONS

"Before I knew it all my friends were playing Pickleball and were asking me to join them. I knew I'd be a

flounder if I just went out with them and tried to play. I sought out John and it was a great decision. He

taught me the basics and continued to reinforce those through the 10 lessons as I progressed in refining and

improving my game. John is a terrific pro and shares his expertise skillfully. It was fun taking lessons with

John and I know it made my learning curve shorter."

Jessica A. 1 LESSON

"John is an amazing instructor who has taken me from beginner to intermediate very quickly. He is patient

and attentive and adjusts his teaching style to suit the situation at hand. I had my first pickle during a

game after not making traction for months! Hands down recommend John!!!"

Sam B. 3 LESSONS
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"John is a fantastic trainer! I have learned more in three lessons with him than in 4 months of other

trainers and running drills. He is patient, enthusiastic, highly skilled and always punctual! Do not hesitate

to hire John if you want to elevate your game!"

Jennifer M. 3 LESSONS

"John was on time, professional, and taught me more in the first 15 minutes than I'd learned in 6 group

classes!! Thanks John."

Kathy 1 LESSON

"I learned more in one session with John than in two months with other trainers. Can't wait for the next

session!"

Michellena L. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"John was amazing! He changed my game in the first lesson. I left the lesson encouraged and with a new

confidence. He is extremely knowledgeable and helpful. I can't wait for my lesson next week."

Sebastian L. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"I started my lessons with John Gill as a complete novice. John was knowledgeable, patient, and energetic.

His passion for pickleball is contagious. After ten lessons, I feel confident enough to play against others and
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not feel like a beginner. I've gone from watching shows on Bravo to watching pickleball videos on

Instagram; that is progress. I highly recommend John for your pickleball learning needs."

Peter 1 LESSON



II
Teaching Excellence

Praise for John's method, knowledge, communication, and the depth of

instruction that sets him apart from every other coach. 
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"I set up lessons to learn PICKLEBALL after going to play PICKLEBALL with beginners. I needed to learn

more about playing the sport since I was not a tennis player. I had lessons by John. He helped me to play

better besides understanding the game better too. I highly recommend taking lessons. It kept me from

developing bad habits I would have to break. I highly recommend John to be your teacher. He explains

what he's teaching you and has you work on it and helps you improve your technique. He is very friendly,

informative and patient. I plan to attend groups he is working with presently and as I get better, play in a

tournament."

Suzanne B. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"John is an outstanding pickleball instructor. His patient and enthusiastic teaching style made learning the

game a joy. His attention to detail, dedication, and ability to create a fun learning environment set him

apart. Thanks to him, I've improved significantly and developed a deep love for pickleball. Highly

recommend John as your coach!"

Pete C. 1 LESSON

"A terrific instructor. From strategy to strokes the lessons were well rounded. Lots of ball contact with little

down time. Very easy to talk to and has numerous tricks and suggestions that are practical. Thoroughly

enjoyed the lessons and he has me hooked on the game!!!"

Edlyn R. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON
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"Excellent coach! His passion and knowledge of the game is unmatched. He takes the time to work on court

strategy, positioning, footwork, doubles strategy and a lot more than I can fit here. I spent A LOT of time to

find the right coach and I'm so glad I found John."

Christina D. ✓ VERIFIED INTERMEDIATE • 5 LESSONS

"John is an excellent teacher who is able to break down the techniques in a way that is easy to understand.

Plus, he is a lot of fun to work with and I left the lesson feeling excited to keep practicing!"

Brenda B. 1 LESSON

"John Gill is an excellent coach. He breaks down your pickleball game into manageable chunks so that you

immediately improve. Very professional yet fun. I highly recommend John."

Todd Anderson 1 LESSON

"John not only shows you what to do but explains why you should do it. I highly recommend him to learn

the right way to play pickleball."

Kevin S. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON
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"I was looking for a crash course on pickleball. I'm not much of a racket sports player, but am a lifelong

athlete. John was able to translate my baseball experience really well into pickleball, and I'm ready to start

working more on my own!"

Cindy C. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON
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"John was really great! Very patient instructor. Great carbon paddles. Gave us a great all around knowledge

of game, rules, strategy and play. Looking forward to next lesson."

Paul L. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"John is a fantastic instructor and is good with his easy to remember tips and instructions. It is well worth

the investment to learn pickleball from a certified instructor like John."

Lisa P. ✓ VERIFIED 6 LESSONS

"John was a terrific instructor. Not only did he communicate well and is a really nice guy, but he gave us

many ways to remember the fundamentals which as beginners is invaluable. We were from out of the area

so we can't take advantage of more lessons — but it was a great experience and we highly recommend

John!"

Gary 1 LESSON

"John makes things make sense. Great communication and demonstration of technique. Looking for a

lesson? Be sure to give John a try!"

Cindy Hopkins 1 LESSON
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"excellent pickleball coach — providing valuable advice on technique, positioning and the different stroke

types and how to improve quickly"

Nancy F. 1 LESSON



III
Passion & Personality

Beyond technique, students consistently describe a coach whose energy,

humor, and genuine care make every lesson an experience they look

forward to. 
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"Wow! What a fun game! This was our first time playing pickleball and what an honor it was to learn from

a pro like John! His upbeat and encouraging teaching style made this lesson very fun while also informative.

I'd highly recommend anyone who plays to take a lesson from John."

Marty D. 3 LESSONS

"John Gill, is an excellent instructor. I just had my first lesson with John (I have never played pickleball

before and I am 62 yrs old) he made the lesson very enjoyable and you learn a lot about the game and you

can see that he enjoys teaching you how to play pickleball and he loves the game. He's a good 'MATE'"

Claudio A. 1 LESSON

"Johns pickleball lessons are top-notch! I have taken lessons with him for a few months now and have seen

significant improvement in my game. He is patient, knowledgeable, and has a great sense of humor. I

always leave the lesson feeling energized and motivated to continue practicing."

Amber B. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"John Gill has a natural gift of connecting with people straight away in a very relatable way. He is also a

fantastic and patient teacher and I consider myself fortunate to have crossed paths with him as a coach!"

Andrew 1 LESSON
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"John brings such positive energy to every lesson. I have so enjoyed improving my technique and strategy

under his guidance!"

Christina D. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"I've taken a few lessons with John now and I've enjoyed every one of them! I've learned so much and really

appreciate how easy he is to work with and how passionate he is about pickleball."

Rachel 1 LESSON



IV
Beginner-Friendly

First-timers and novices who discovered that pickleball — and

confidence — were just one lesson away. 
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"John Gill is a top level instructor. I am a beginner, and he showed me techniques that helped me improve

immensely in a few lessons. I've already played my first pickleball game, and I had a blast."

Priscilla R. ✓ VERIFIED BEGINNER • 4 LESSONS

"John was excellent! We were first timers and he coached us through the correct way to hit and volley. We

were able to play several games that same day and had a blast. Thank you."

Suzanne B. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"I enjoyed a fantastic lesson that gave me thorough insights to the game so that I am able to practice on my

own. I will take this lesson to help me find great joy in playing the game with friends and family, and in an

upcoming charity tournament!"

Peter 1 LESSON

"John was very engaging, excellent focus on teaching form, and he made our first time with pickleball so

much fun!"

Eric D. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"My second one on one lesson was great! John is very knowledgeable and encouraging. I'm not a natural

athlete at all but I really want to improve my game and gain confidence and John is truly helping me."
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Kelly S. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"John was so kind and informative! My husband and I took a class together with him while we were in

town for vacation. If we didn't live in TX, we would definitely be taking weekly lessons with him!"

Linda M. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON



V
Long-Term Loyalty

The ultimate measure of a coach: students who keep coming back —

10, 14, even 25 lessons — because the value never diminishes. 
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"Outstanding! Clear instructions and encouragement!"

Keni C. ✓ VERIFIED 25 LESSONS

"Amazing lesson. John is the best and brings a wealth of knowledge to the table. Highly recommend!"

Brenda B. ✓ VERIFIED 14 LESSONS

"Great instructor. Very patient. Can't wait for next class!"

Marita N. ✓ VERIFIED 11 LESSONS

"John is an outstanding coach!"

Suzanne B. ✓ VERIFIED 10 LESSONS

"John is very knowledgeable and helpful. He's also fun to work with and pickleball should be fun."

Brenda B. ✓ VERIFIED 10 LESSONS
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"Thanks John. I learned a ton and had a blast!"

Cindy H. ✓ VERIFIED 10 LESSONS

"jon is great my game skills really increased from my lessons"

Julie Z. ✓ VERIFIED 10 LESSONS



VI
Voices of Endorsement

Concise, powerful affirmations — sometimes a few words say

everything. 
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"We had a great time! John is an excellent instructor! Truly thankful to be taught by a pro. And he is.

Professional! So patient and encouraging; everything you'd want in a coach. Highly recommend!"

Brenda B. 4 LESSONS

"Had my first lesson with John today! It was fantastic. I told him what I have been struggling with and we

worked on just that. I can already notice the improvement after just one lesson. Can't wait for the next

one!!"

Dave 3 LESSONS

"This was my first lesson with John and he's already improved my game so much! I highly recommend

taking a lesson with him he has so much to teach! Thanks again John can't wait to see you again."

Christian J. 3 LESSONS

"Had three lessons with John and we had some logistics issues with the first lesson, but second and third

were very smooth. He is a really great coach and enjoyed my lessons and got a lot out of them."

Kylie B. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS
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"John is very knowledgeable and passionate about pickleball. Can't wait for our next lesson."

Brenda B. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"Great first lesson. John was excellent at explaining various techniques and when and how to use them.

Looking forward to our next lesson."

Elaine M. 1 LESSON

"John is a very good coach. I appreciate his approach and flexibility w my limited experience. It is good to

be coached by an accomplished player."

Knut R. 1 LESSON

"Lesson was great. It was wonderful. I learned a ton. Was impressed with his knowledge and his skills."

Maxime G. 1 LESSON

"John is knowledgeable, patient, and extremely easy to work with. Excellent instructor."

Matthew T. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON
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"John was wonderful. He taught me so much in our time together. Highly recommend."

Julie Z. ✓ VERIFIED INTERMEDIATE • 1 LESSON

"John has been such a big help!"

Luke 1 LESSON
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"I saw John today and he was absolutely 100% amazing! I will definitely be sticking with him."

Justin Yeh / Lois Yeh 1 LESSON

"Very professional and made me feel comfortable."

Kim L. 1 LESSON

"So much fun and such a positive and encouraging attitude."

Jennifer H. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"Outstanding instructor and I would highly recommend John!"

Jeff G. 1 LESSON

"Good lesson. Great information that will help a lot."

Jeff D. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS
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"I'm getting better. Thank you John!"

Keni C. ✓ VERIFIED 25 LESSONS

"Great lessons, I learned a lot!"

Jennifer H. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"John was absolutely fantastic."

Julie Zimmerer 1 LESSON
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"Knowledgeable fun coach!"

Carmen L. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"Jon is very helpful."

Joe P. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"Love my instructor."

Marita N. ✓ VERIFIED 11 LESSONS

"Great experience."

Christa S. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS

"Fantastic lesson."

Linda M. ✓ VERIFIED BEGINNER • 4 LESSONS
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"John is great!"

Julie Z. ✓ VERIFIED 10 LESSONS

"Very helpful."

William S. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"Great teacher."

Erin Shiba 1 LESSON
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"Excellent!"

Jim S. ✓ VERIFIED 1 LESSON

"Thx John."

Cindy H. ✓ VERIFIED 10 LESSONS

"Great."

Natalie M. ✓ VERIFIED 3 LESSONS
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"If you are starting Pickleball consider lessons

before you start to ensure you are learning proper

techniques and strategies. John is a gem!" 

John Gill
1 1 X  W O R L D  C H A M P I O N  •  G R A N D M A S T E R  •  F O U N D E R ,  W P A

G E T  I N  T O U C H

info@worldpickleballassociation.com

+1 657 695 6838 (USA)

+61 490 109 334 (AUS)


